No agricultural expansion,
but crop yields up in state
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conomist Abhay Pethe
says it is possible that
" . many villagers are call-
ing themselves farmers be-
cause they have no nonfarm
employment. He also feels
much of the increase reported
inthenumber of cultivatorsas
well as farm hands could be in
vineyards or fruit orchards
rather than in traditional cere-
als and millet crops such as
wheat, paddy; jowar orragi.

His views are corroborat-
ed by Ulka Mahajan of the
Anna Adhikar Abhiyan who
works closely with farming
communities in Raigad dis-
trict. “Many industrial es-
tates and smaller units in the
state have shut down in the
last decade forcing villagers
back to their villages. While
agricultural land holding
might not have increased
over the years, the depend-
ence on agriculture has defi-
nitely increased.”

The Census defines cultiva-
tors as those who are directly
engaged in the cultivation and
supervision of land, and la-
bourers as those who work on
land owned by others for wag-
es. The state’s agricultural da-
ta reflects this gloom in many
ways, even as it hints at an in-
crease in crop yields. There
has been no agricultural ex-
pansion in the last 10 years.
The area under cultivation for
principal crops has shrunk
from around 400 lakh hectares
in 2000-01 to 3921akh hectares a
decade later. Crop yields have,
however, correspondingly in-
creased from 8001akh tonnesto
1,3401akh tonnes.
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CULTIVATORS LABOURERS* | AS % OF TOTAL WORKERS
India 127.3 118.7 106.8 144.3 58.2 54.6
Maharashtra 11.8 12.6 10.8 13.5 55 52.7
Punjab 2.1 19 15 16 38.9 356
Uttar Pradesh 22.2 19.1 134 19.9 65.9 59.3
Madhya Pradesh 11.0 9.8 7.4 12.2 715 69.8
Andhra Pradesh 7.9 6.5 13.8 17.0 62.2 59.5
Haryana 3 25 13 15 51.3 45
Bihar 8.2 7.2 13.4 183 7713 73.6
Source: Census of India, 2011 * In millions
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