
No agricultural expansion,
but crop yields up in state
Madhavl Raladhyaksha
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1. r conomist Abhay Pethe
1., says it is possible that
-l . many villagers are cäll-
ing themsel!€s farmers be
cause they have no non-farm
emploment. He also feels
mudr of the increase rcported
in the numb€!'of cultivators as
uell as farm hands could be in
vinqrards or fruit orchards
rather than in traditional cere
al§ and milet clops sudr as
wheat paddy jo\r'arorragi

His views are corroborat-
ed by Ulka Mahajan of the
A]ma Adhikar Abhiyan who
works closely with farming
commrmities in Raigad dis-
aict. "Many industrial es-
tates and smaller units in t}Ie
state have shut down in the
Iast decade forcing villagers
back to their villages. While
agricultural land holding
might not hale inqeased
over tlle yea$, tie depend:
ence on agricultwe has deli-
nitely increased."

The Census dennes cultiva-
tors as tlrcse who are dircctly
engaged in the flltivation fid
supervision of land, and la-
bour€rs as those who work on
land ov,ned by otiers for wag-
es. The state's acricultrüa] da-
ta rcflects this eloom in many
ways, even as it hints at an in-
crease in crcp yields. There
has been no agricultual ex-
pansion in tie last 10 yea§.
The arca under cultivatio[ for
principal clops has shrunk
ftom around 400 lalü hectarEs
in 2mG01 to 392 lalü hectares a
decade later Crop yields have,
howevex, corrcspondingly in-
creased ftom800 lakhtonnes to
1,340lakh tonnes.

pl.: Sanjay Hädkü/Gröohle Bhasavön Das

MAHARASHTRAS I2OO1

FARMERST GAlil rrnmirriono 
I 2011

o lncrease
CültivatoE

11.8

Agdaftrral laboururs

10.8

@
(D

t2.6

13.5

& tosERs

tndh

aharuhtn

Plrüb

Uttar Dradcsh

lladhn Pndcrh

Andhn Prad6h

Haryara

8ihü
source: census of

54.6

*7
356

5&!

60,

5S5

15

ß"6

Al€a under
Drinchal cops**

VV
40,085 

'gil

"'lnthousand

'lnthousand

2000-0t

2010-11

Economic

Mahardshtü,
20t2-t3

Plo&cüo|l ol
Enfl,,rpp

ilet arua !orYn**

vv
17,844 l7,tloi

Gao$ croDpcd ätti*r

VV
2\6t9 A,y5


